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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP00/01574 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 

. filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
. filed with the demand 



m9 filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



m , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

Thes e elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 



□ 
□ 



contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



^ f 1 This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP00/01574 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-16 



1-16 



1-16 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 
Claims 1-7 

The subject matters of claims 1-7 appear to involve an inventive step in view of the documents cited 
in the ISR. 

The constitution of the "rack separation device" described in claim 1 is neither described nor 
suggested in any of the documents cited in the ISR. 

Claims 8 and 9 

The subject matters of claims 8 and 9 appear to involve an inventive step in view of the documents 
cited in the ISR. 

The constitution of the "rack positioning device" described in claim 8 is neither described nor 
suggested in any of the documents cited in the ISR. 

Claims 10-14 

The subject matters of claims 10-14 appear to involve an inventive step in view of the documents 
cited in the ISR. 

The constitution of the "elevator for recovery" described in claim 10 is neither described nor 
suggested in any of the documents cited in the ISR. 

Claims 15 and 16 

The subject matters of claims 15 and 16 appear to involve an inventive step in view of the documents 
cited in the ISR. 

The constitution of the "detector" described in claim 1 5 is neither described nor suggested in any of 
the documents cited in the ISR. 
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(57) Abstract: An automatic analyzer, comprising disposal parts such as large quantities of nozzle tips and reaction containers for 
use in sample analysis inspection, wherein the part rack (12) holding unused parts is raised from a lowest position to a rack separation 
station (A) by a lift for supply (14) and separated so that only the uppermost stacked part rack can remain on the rack separation 
station, the separated part rack is moved to a part take-out station (B) where parts on the part rack are taken out one by one from a 
movable holding part (59), and, by opening the floor part of the part take-out station (B) after part consumption, the used part rack 
is allowed to fall down and recovered on the lift (84) of a recovery lifter (15), whereby the supply of an unused part rack on which 
unused parts are loaded and the recovery of a used part rack can be performed with a compact system configuration. 
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